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REPLY UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1,111 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 



Dear Sir: 



This Reply follows the Office Action dated November 7, 2001. 



Remarks 



Claims 1-24 are pending. 



§ 103 Rejections 

Claims 1-24 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Pat. No. 6,238,1 19 (Lin) taken alone. Applicants respectfully traverse. 

The cited prior art does not teach or suggest all the claim limitations of the rejected 
claims, and therefore, no prima facie case of obviousness has been made. MPEP 2143.03. 

Lin discloses a writing instrument, a pen. The Lin pen includes two "light emitters" 
which may be LED's (Lin at col. 2, lines 30-31). The pen also includes a "transparent distal 
cover" (22), which includes curved refractive surfaces, light diffusing structures, or both. (Lin 
at col. 2, lines 42-50 and Figs. 1-7). 

Lin does not teach or suggest the use of laser diodes. Lin does not teach or suggest the 
use of any laser elements. Furthermore, Lin does not teach or suggest the use of collimating 
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opucs appropriate ,„ the use of laser elements. To ,he contrary, Lin discloses me ^ of a 

T **' C ° Ver " ^ «*«*» «■*«-. Hgh. diffusing strucmres, „ r both 

In addition, as the Office Ac,io„ sta.es, Lin "does no, teach or suggest the weigh, of 
•he pens ,0 be 450 grams or less." The Office Acuon asserts ma,, "i, WO uid have been a mar,er 
of design choice ,o co„s,ruc, the pen ,o be of a weigh, of .ess than or eoual ,„ 450 grams since 
» .s old and well known in the ar, ,ha, pens are ligh, weigh, and easily carried in one pocke, or 
purse. The analogy ,o a pen is inappropriate, since the present invention concerns laser 
po.n,ers and pens are not laser pointers or laser devices. The Office Acuon does no, argue a, 
any pom, tha, i, is obvious ,o provide a ligh,weigh, device containing ,„„ working las e re 

No other reference is cited to teach or sugges, the missing claim .imitations. Therefore 
no prima facie case of obviousness has been made. MPEP 2 143.03. 

The rejection of claims 1-24 under 35 TJ S r & ^ u • 

3 u i t - » ,03 ( a > as being unpatentable over Lin 

token alone, has been overcome and should be withdrawn. 

Claims 4-24 each add additional features ,o claims 1, 2 and 3. Claims 1, 2 and 3 are 
payable for me reasons given above. Thus, claims 4-24 are likewise be patentable. In 
addition. Lin fails ,o teach or sugges, the following claim limitations appearing in claims 4-24- 
mat no more than one laser dement may be actuated a, one time, ma, me ,„o laser elemems ' 
em,, collimaKd beans which are substantially parallel, tha, a, leas, one of me laser elemenls is 
a greening n . V , semiconducor laser diode, and that a, leas, one of ,he iaser element is 
a red-emitting IH-V semiconductor laser diode. 

In summary, the rejection of claims 1-24 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lin, taken alone, has been overcome and should be withdrawn 

In view of the above, it is submitted that the application is in condition for allowance 
Reconsideration of the application is requested. Allowance of claims 1-24 at an early date is " 
solicited. 
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